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Course Overview 
 
An AP English Language and Composition course cultivates the reading and writing skills that 
students need for college success and for intellectually responsible civic engagement. The course 
guides students in becoming curious, critical, and responsive readers of diverse texts, and 
becoming flexible, reflective writers of texts addressed to diverse audiences for diverse purposes. 
The reading and writing students do in the course should deepen and expand their understanding 
of how written language functions rhetorically: to communicate writers’ intentions and elicit 
readers’ responses in particular situations. The course cultivates the rhetorical understanding and 
use of written language by directing students’ attention to writer/reader interactions in their reading 
and writing of various formal and informal genres (e.g., memos, letters, advertisements, political 
satires, personal narratives, scientific arguments, cultural critiques, research reports). 
 
Reading and writing activities in the course also deepen students’ knowledge and control of formal 
conventions of written language (e.g., vocabulary, diction, syntax, spelling, punctuation, 
paragraphing, genre). The course helps students understand that formal conventions of the English 
language in its many written and spoken dialects are historically, culturally, and socially 
produced; that the use of these conventions may intentionally or unintentionally contribute to the 
effectiveness or ineffectiveness of a piece of writing in a particular rhetorical context; and that a 
particular set of language conventions defines Standard Written English, the preferred dialect for 
academic discourse.1  
 
 
 
 
 

                                                
1 College Board: AP English Language and Composition Course Description, 2014. 11. 
(http://media.collegeboard.com/digitalServices/pdf/ap/ap-english-language-and-composition-course-description.pdf) 



 

 

Course Goals 
 
The goals of an AP English Language and Composition course are diverse because the rhetoric and 
composition course in college serves a variety of functions in the undergraduate curriculum. The 
following, however, are the primary goals of the course: 
 

⇒ Developing critical literacy: In most colleges and universities, the course is intended to 
strengthen the basic academic skills students need to perform confidently and effectively in 
courses across the curriculum. The course introduces students to the literacy expectations 
of higher education by cultivating essential academic skills such as critical inquiry, 
deliberation, argument, reading, writing, listening, and speaking. Few colleges and 
universities regard completion of this entry-level course as the endpoint of students’ English 
language; subsequent courses in general and specialized curricula should continue 
building and refining the skills students practice in their rhetoric and composition courses. 

⇒ Facilitating informed citizenship: While most college rhetoric and composition courses 
perform the academic service of preparing students to meet the literacy challenges of 
college-level study, they also serve the larger goal of cultivating the critical literacy skills 
students need for lifelong learning. Beyond their academic lives, students should be able to 
use the literacy skills practiced in the course for personal satisfaction and responsible 
engagement in civic life.  

 
To support these goals, rhetoric and composition courses emphasize the reading and writing of 
analytic and argumentative texts instead of, or in combination with, texts representing English-
language literary traditions. Like the college rhetoric and composition course, the AP English 
Language and Composition course focuses students’ attention on the functions of written language 
in and out of the academy, asking students to practice the reading as well as the writing of text 
designed to inquire, to explain, to criticize, and to persuade in a variety of rhetorical situations. In 
this approach to the study and practice of written language, a writer’s style is important because of 
its rhetorical, rather than its aesthetic, function.2 
 
General Learning Objectives 
 
Upon completing the AP English Language and Composition course, the students should be able 
to: 
 

 analyze and interpret samples of good writing, identifying and explaining an author's use 
of rhetorical strategies and techniques; 

 apply effective strategies and techniques in their own writing; 
 create and sustain arguments based on readings, research and/or personal experience; 
 write for a variety of purposes; 
 produce expository, analytical and argumentative compositions that introduce a complex 

central idea and develop it with appropriate evidence drawn from primary and/or 
secondary sources, cogent explanations and clear transitions; 

 demonstrate understanding and mastery of standard written English as well as stylistic 
maturity in their own writings; 

                                                
2 Ibid., 12 



 

 

 demonstrate understanding of the conventions of citing primary and secondary sources; 
 move effectively through the stages of the writing process, with careful attention to inquiry 

and research, drafting, revising, editing and review; 
 write thoughtfully about their own process of composition; 
 revise a work to make it suitable for a different audience; 
 analyze image as text; and 
 evaluate and incorporate reference documents into researched papers.3 

 
The May Exam 
 
Yearly, the AP English Language and Composition Development Committee prepares an exam that 
gives students the opportunity to demonstrate their mastery of the skills and abilities previously 
described. The AP English Language and Composition Exam employs multiple-choice questions to 
test the students' skills in analyzing the rhetoric of prose passages. Students are also asked to write 
several essays that demonstrate the skills they have learned in the course. Ordinarily, the exam 
consists of 60 minutes for multiple-choice questions, a 15-minute reading period to read the 
sources for the synthesis essay and plan a response, and 120 minutes for essay questions. 
Performance on the free-response section of the exam accounts for 55 percent of the total score; 
while, performance on the multiple-choice section, 45 percent.4 
 
Exam Commitment 
 
In accordance with MNPS and Hillsboro High School policy, every student enrolled in AP English 
Language and Composition is expected to take the AP Exam. The exam will be given on May 13, 
2015. The cost of the exam will be approximately $90, and students are responsible for the full 
cost—half of which must be paid by Winter Break. A reduced fee is available for students who 
qualify for Free and Reduced Lunch, with a $10 deposit also required by Winter Break. Students 
that achieve a 3 or higher on the exam will be reimbursed the cost of the exam. Payments should 
be made out to Hillsboro High School and turned in to Ms. Bailey in the IB Diploma Programme 
Office.  
 
Suggested Materials  
 

 3-ring binder with loose-leaf, college ruled paper (to be used for this course exclusively) 
 Section dividers and/or folder pockets 
 Pencils and blue/black pens 
 Post-it notes 
 Assorted highlighters 
 1 thumb drive 
 Barron’s AP English Language and Composition (5th edition) by George Ehrenhaft (for 

additional Exam Preparation) 
 
 

                                                
3 Ibid., 16 
4 Ibid., 80 



 

 

Assignment Task Types 
 
The following are strategies and activities that will be implemented in AP English Language and 
Composition this year to optimize student learning and achievement. 
 
Journal Writing  
Timed and Extended Writing 
Multi-draft Essay Writing 
Oral Presentation 
Modeled Writing 
Socratic Seminar 
Collaborative Discussion 
Close Reading  
Annotation of Texts 
Color-marking  
Independent Research 

Peer Review 
Independent Reading 
Bell Ringers 
Grammar Assignments 
Practice AP Exams 
Reading Quizzes 
Guided Reading Frameworks 
Vocabulary Quizzes 
Précis Writing 
Book Critiques

 
 
Course Grades 
 
In accordance with MNPS’s Grading Policy, course grades will reflect student mastery of the 
course’s objectives. Formative and summative assessments will be implemented in each unit. Both 
types of assessments will be evaluated on whether the student’s work exceeds, meets, approaches, 
or does not meet the intended learning standards (see: course objectives). Throughout each of the 
nine weeks, students will have multiple opportunities to demonstrate proficiency in the form of a 
variety of formative and summative assessments; therefore, retakes will not be offered. 
 
In order to familiarize students with the AP Exam's grading system, timed in-class essays will be 
assessed using the AP 9-point rubric. Essays will be scored using the following criteria: invention 
(analysis), arrangement (organization), style (sentence variety/ diction), memory (factual content), 
and delivery (mechanics/revision). Grading for Learning and AP 9-Point Rubrics are attached at the 
end of the syllabus. 

 
Due to the rigorous nature of the course, students enrolled in AP English Language and 
Composition will have five points added to their grade at the end of each nine weeks. 
 
Academic Honesty 
 
This course upholds the academic honesty and malpractice policies of the IBO and school 
policies. Students should expect to submit work to www.turnitin.com to ensure authenticity of 
authorship and appropriate attribution of ideas and work of others. Violations of the academic 
honesty and malpractice policies will be managed according to IBO and school regulations. 
 
Work Expectations  
 
It is expected that all students will submit work by the deadline assigned; those who do not 
complete their work on time will be assigned to Over Time. Since this class involves the 



 

 

development of skills that require practice to acquire, failure to complete assignments significantly 
decreases the likelihood of success on future projects and assessments. It is important to remain 
up-to-date on the assigned work to enjoy success in the class. If a student has difficulty with an 
assignment, he/she should contact the instructor in advance of the deadline for submission to 
receive assistance. Assignments must be printed before the class period they are due. Students will 
not be allowed to leave class to print an assignment, and the instructor will not print it for a 
student during a class. 
 
Make-up Work 
 
Students who are absent from class (for any reason) are responsible for make-up work and should 
expect to complete the missed work within two class periods upon returning to class. 
 
Technology Policy 
 
Cell phones, tablets, laptops, and other technology should be put away unless the instructor 
explicitly states that they may be in use. Failure to comply with this policy will lead to the 
confiscation of the contraband item and a call to the student’s parent or guardian. Repeat offenders 
will be referred their academy principal. 
 
Course Text 
 
Shea, Renée H., Lawrence Scanlon, and Robin Dissin Aufses. The Language of Composition. 2nd  

ed. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2013. Print. 
 
Year Snapshot 
 
Unit 1: Language, Gender, and Community (Rhetorical Analysis) 
 
Content Guiding Questions: How does the language we use reveal who we are? What is the 
impact of the gender roles that society creates and enforces? What is the relationship of the 
individual to the community?5 
 
Skill Guiding Questions: How do we read critically? How do we write purposefully? 
 
Unit 2: Education, Sports, and Environment (Argument) 
 
Content Guiding Questions: To what extent do our schools serve the goals of a true education? 
How do the values of sports affect the way we see ourselves? What is our responsibility to the 
natural environment?6 
 
Skill Guiding Questions: How do we critique arguments? How do we compose arguments? 
 
                                                
5 Shea, Renée H., Lawrence Scanlon, and Robin Dissin Aufses. The Language of Composition. 2nd ed. Boston: 
Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2013. Print. xxviii, xxv, xxi  
6 Ibid., xix, xxvii, xxxii 



 

 

Unit 3: Economy, Pop Culture, and Politics (Research & Synthesis) 
 
Content Guiding Questions: What is the role of the economy in our everyday lives? To what extent 
does pop culture reflect our society's values? What is the relationship between the citizen and the 
state?7 
 
Skill Guiding Questions: How do we inquire critically? How do we compose research-based 
arguments? 
 
Unit 4: Modes of Development 
 
Content Guiding Questions: How does the language we use reveal who we are? What is the 
impact of the gender roles that society creates and enforces? What is the relationship of the 
individual to the community? To what extent do our schools serve the goals of a true education? 
How do the values of sports affect the way we see ourselves? What is our responsibility to the 
natural environment? What is the role of the economy in our everyday lives? To what extent does 
pop culture reflect our society's values? What is the relationship between the citizen and the 
state?8 
 
Skill Guiding Question: How will we apply our critical reading and purposeful writing skills to 
create a diverse writing portfolio? 
 

                                                
7 Ibid., xxiii, xxxi, xxxiv 
8 Ibid., xxviii, xxv, xxi, xix, xxvii, xxxii, xxiii, xxxi, xxxiv 



Criterion A: Analyzing Aligns with AP Learning Objectives: analyze and interpret samples of good writing, identifying and explaining 
an author’s use of rhetorical strategies and techniques; analyze image as text; 

Students will be able to: 
i. Analyze the content, context, language, structure, technique, and style of text(s) and the relationship among the texts 

ii. Analyze the effects of the creator’s choices on an audience 
iii. Justify opinions and ideas, using examples, explanations and terminology 
iv. Evaluate similarities and differences by connecting features across and within genres and texts 

 
1 (Does not meet) 

 
2 (Approaches) 3 (Meets) 4 (Exceeds) 

The student: 
i. provides limited analysis of 

the content, context, 
language, structure, 
technique and style of 
text(s) and the relationship 
among texts 

ii. provides limited analysis of 
the effects of the creator’s 
choices on an audience 

iii. rarely justifies opinions 
and ideas with examples or 
explanations; uses little or 
no terminology 

iv. evaluates few similarities 
and differences by making 
minimal connections in 
feature across and within 
genres and texts. 

The student: 
i. provides adequate analysis 

of the content, context, 
language, structure, 
technique and style of 
text(s) and the relationship 
among texts 

ii. provides adequate analysis 
of the effects of the 
creator’s choices on an 
audience 

iii. justifies opinions and ideas 
with some examples or 
explanations, though this 
may not be consistent; uses 
some terminology 

iv. evaluates some similarities 
and differences by making 
adequate connections in 
feature across and within 
genres and texts. 

 

The student: 
i. competently analyzes of 

the content, context, 
language, structure, 
technique and style of 
text(s) and the relationship 
among texts 

ii. competently analyzes the 
effects of the creator’s 
choices on an audience 

iii. sufficiently justifies 
opinions and ideas with 
examples and 
explanations; uses accurate 
terminology 

iv. evaluates similarities and 
differences by making 
substantial connections in 
features across and within 
genres and texts. 

The student: 
i. provides perceptive 

analysis of the content, 
context, language, 
structure, technique, style 
of text(s) and the 
relationship among texts 

ii. perceptively analyzes the 
effects of the creator’s 
choices on an audience 

iii. gives detailed justification 
of opinions and ideas with 
a range of examples, and 
thorough explanations; 
uses accurate terminology 

iv. perceptively compares and 
contrasts by making 
extensive connections in 
features across and within 
genres and texts. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Criterion B: Organizing 
Aligns with AP Learning Objectives: apply effective strategies and techniques in their own writing; revise a work 
to make it suitable for a different audience; demonstrate understanding of the conventions of citing primary and 
secondary sources; 

Students will be able to: 
i. Employ organizational structures that serve the context and intention 

ii. Organize opinions and ideas in a sustained, coherent and logical manner 
iii. Use referencing and formatting tools to create a presentation style suitable to the context and intention 

 
1 (Does not meet) 

 

 
2 (Approaches) 

 
3 (Meets) 

 
4 (Exceeds) 

 
The student: 

i. makes minimal use of 
organizational structures 
though these may not 
always serve the context 
and intention 

ii. organizes opinions and 
ideas with a minimal 
degree of coherence and 
logic 

iii. makes minimal use of 
referencing and formatting 
tools to create a 
presentation style that may 
not always be suitable to 
the context and intention 

 

 
The student: 

i. makes adequate use of 
organizational structures 
that serve the context and 
intention 

ii. organizes opinions and 
ideas with some degree of 
coherence and logic 

iii. makes adequate use of 
referencing and formatting 
tools to create a 
presentation style suitable 
to the context and 
intention 

 

 
The student: 

i. makes competent use of 
organizational structures 
that serve the context and 
intention 

ii. organizes opinions and 
ideas in a coherent and 
logical manner with ideas 
building on each other 

iii. makes competent use of 
referencing and formatting 
tools to create a 
presentation style suitable 
to the context and 
intention 

 

 
The student: 

i. makes sophisticated use of 
organizational structures 
that serve the context and 
intention effectively 

ii. effectively organizes 
opinions and ideas in a 
sustained, coherent and 
logical manner with ideas 
building on each other in a 
sophisticated way  

iii. makes excellent use of 
referencing and formatting 
tools to create an effective 
presentation style  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Criterion C: Producing Text 

Aligns with AP Learning Objectives: write for a variety of purposes; create and sustain arguments based on 
readings, research and/or personal experience; produce expository, analytical and argumentative compositions 
that introduce a complex central idea and develop it with appropriate evidence drawn from primary and/or 
secondary sources, cogent explanations and clear transitions; move effectively through the stages of the writing 
process, with careful attention to inquiry and research, drafting, revising, editing and review; write thoughtfully 
about their own process of composition; evaluate and incorporate reference documents into researched papers; 

Students will be able to: 
i. Produce texts that demonstrate insight, imagination and sensitivity while exploring and reflecting critically on new perspectives and ideas 

arising from personal engagement with the creative process 
ii. Make stylistic choices in terms of linguistic, literary and visual devices, demonstrating awareness of impact on audience 

iii. Select relevant details and examples to develop ideas 
 

1 (Does not meet) 
 

 
2 (Approaches) 

 
3 (Meets) 

 
4 (Exceeds) 

The student: 
i. produces texts that 

demonstrate limited 
personal engagement with 
the creative process; 
demonstrates a limited 
degree of insight, 
imagination or sensitivity 
and minimal exploration of 
and critical reflection on 
new perspectives and ideas 

ii. makes minimal stylistic 
choices in terms of 
linguistic, literary and 
visual devices, 
demonstrating limited 
awareness of impact on an 
audience 

iii. selects few relevant details 
and examples to develop 
ideas 

The student: 
i. produces texts that 

demonstrate adequate 
personal engagement with 
the creative process; 
demonstrates some insight, 
imagination or sensitivity 
and some exploration of 
and critical reflection on 
new perspectives and ideas 

ii. makes some stylistic 
choices in terms of 
linguistic, literary and 
visual devices, 
demonstrating adequate 
awareness of impact on an 
audience 

iii. selects some relevant 
details and examples to 
develop ideas 

The student: 
i. produces texts that 

demonstrate considerable 
personal engagement with 
the creative process; 
demonstrates considerable 
insight, imagination or 
sensitivity and substantial 
exploration of and critical 
reflection on new 
perspectives and ideas 

ii. makes thoughtful stylistic 
choices in terms of 
linguistic, literary and 
visual devices, 
demonstrating good 
awareness of impact on an 
audience 

iii. selects sufficient relevant 
details and examples to 
develop ideas 

 

The student: 
i. produces texts that 

demonstrate a high degree 
of personal engagement 
with the creative process; 
demonstrates a high 
degree of insight, 
imagination or sensitivity 
and perceptive exploration 
of and critical reflection on 
new perspectives and ideas 

ii. makes perceptive stylistic 
choices in terms of 
linguistic, literary and 
visual devices, 
demonstrating good 
awareness of impact on an 
audience 

iii. selects extensive relevant 
details and examples to 
develop ideas with 
precision 

 
 



Criterion D: Using Language Aligns with AP Learning Objectives: demonstrate understanding and master of standard written English as well 
as stylistic maturity in their own writings; 

Students will be able to: 
i. Use appropriate and varied vocabulary, sentence structures and forms of expression 

ii. Write and speak in a register and style that serve the context and intention 
iii. Use correct grammar, syntax and punctuation 
iv. Spell (alphabetic languages), write (character languages) and pronounce with accuracy 
v. Use appropriate non-verbal communication techniques 

 
1 (Does not meet) 

 

 
2 (Approaches) 

 
3 (Meets) 

 
4 (Exceeds) 

The student: 
i. uses a limited range of 

appropriate vocabulary 
and forms of expression 

ii. writes and speaks in an 
inappropriate register and 
style that do not serve the 
context and intention 

iii. uses grammar, syntax and 
punctuation with limited 
accuracy; errors often 
hinder communication 

iv. spells/writes and 
pronounces with limited 
accuracy; errors often 
hinder communication 

v. makes limited and/or 
inappropriate use of non-
verbal communication 
techniques 

 

The student: 
i. uses an adequate range of 

appropriate vocabulary, 
sentence structures and 
forms of expression 

ii. sometimes writes and 
speaks in a register and 
style that serve the context 
and intention 

iii. uses grammar, syntax and 
punctuation with some 
degree of accuracy; errors 
sometimes hinder 
communication 

iv. spells/writes and 
pronounces with some 
degree of accuracy; errors 
sometimes hinder 
communication 

v. makes some use of 
appropriate non-verbal 
communication techniques 

 

The student: 
i. uses a varied range of 

appropriate vocabulary, 
sentence structures and 
forms of expression 
competently 

ii. writes and speaks 
competently in a register 
and style that serve the 
context and intention 

iii. uses grammar, syntax and 
punctuation with a 
considerable degree of 
accuracy; errors do not 
hinder effective 
communication 

iv. spells/writes and 
pronounces with a 
considerable degree of 
accuracy; errors do not 
hinder effective 
communication 

v. makes sufficient use of 
appropriate non-verbal 
communication techniques 

The student: 
i. effectively uses a range of 

appropriate vocabulary, 
sentence structures and 
forms of expression 

ii. writes and speaks in a 
consistently appropriate 
register and style that serve 
the context and intention 

iii. uses grammar, syntax and 
punctuation with a high 
degree of accuracy; errors 
are minor and 
communication is effective 

iv. spells/writes and 
pronounces with a high 
degree of accuracy; errors 
are minor and 
communication is effective 

v. makes effective use of 
appropriate non-verbal 
communication techniques 

 
 



Rubric for Timed AP Essays (Rhetorical Analysis, Argument, & Synthesis) 
 

Score Criteria for Score Course Grade 

9 
 
Excellent, specific thesis; excellent illustrations based in specific, detailed support; excellent organization; sound mechanics; 
effective imagination, sees and makes connections; no major grammatical errors (SVA, PNC, PNA, CS, SF, RO) 
 

100 

8 
 
Excellent, specific thesis; excellent illustrations based in specific, detailed support; less imagination of speculation; a few mechanical 
flaws which do not reduce the impact of the analysis; no more than 1 instance of major grammatical errors 
 

94 

7 
 
Intelligent, yet less concise thesis; effective illustrations; sound organization; adequate mechanics; a “safe” paper, beautifully done, 
no more than 2 instances of major grammatical errors 
 

90 

6 
 
Good, safe thesis, completely adequate in every way; some illustrations; a beginning, middle, and end; significantly less imagination; 
no more than 3 instances of major grammatical errors 
 

86 

5 

 
The thesis is adequate, yet unnecessarily general; predictable illustrations; general analysis; a few definite mechanical flaws; 
intelligent observations and conclusions; contains minor errors in comprehension of work (mistaken character or place names, etc.); 
no more than 3 instances of major grammatical errors; use of 2nd person—one instance 
 

80 

4 
 
The thesis is too large or vague; an intelligent summary; few illustrations; punctuation flaws; might reflect a simple lack of effort or 
hurried, last-minute preparation; 4 or more instances of major grammatical errors; use of 2nd person—more than once 
 

77 

3 

 
An adequate report; the thesis is much too large or vague; an intelligent summary; few illustrations; punctuation flaws; might reflect 
a simple lack of effort or hurried, last-minute preparation; 4 or more instances of major grammatical errors; use of 2nd person—more 
than one instance 
 

70 

2 

 
The thesis, if it exists, is hiding; it is up to the reader to find it; assortment of rambling generalizations; amidst all the generalization, 
there are enough intelligent observations to justify a passing grade; many grammatical errors; 5 or more instances of major 
grammatical errors 
 

60 

1 
 
Lack of effort; no thesis, therefore nothing to illustrate; no interest in topic; usually, rather brief, underdeveloped; completely off-
topic; shows no comprehension of work; contains 6 or more major grammatical errors 
 

50 

 



 

 

Name: ______________________________________  Block Period: _____________________________ 
Date Received: _______________________________  Date to Return: ___________________________ 
 

 

Syllabus Survey 
 
I have carefully read and annotated the AP English Language and Composition syllabus and have 
shared it with my parent/guardian. 
 
 
 
____________________________________ __________________________________________  
Student Signature    Date 
 
 
My student has shared the AP English Language and Composition syllabus with me and we have 
discussed the terms of the course. 
 
 
 
____________________________________ __________________________________________ 
Parent/Guardian E-mail   Parent/Guardian Phone Number 
 
 
 
____________________________________ __________________________________________ 
Parent/Guardian Signature   Date 
 
 
Please respond together to the following prompts: 
 
Describe two specific strengths (knowledge, skills, and habits) that your student will bring to this 
course that you both believe will benefit his/her AP English Language and Composition learning 
experience. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Describe two specific areas of need (knowledge, skills, and habits) that the instructor should focus 
on for your student in order to best support his/her AP English Language and Composition learning 
experience. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Any additional questions, comments, or concerns about the course? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Parents/Guardians: Please feel free to e-mail me (diana.liu@mnps.org) your questions, comments, 
or concerns if that is more convenient for you. I look forward to working with you and your 
student this year! 
 



Advanced Placement (AP) Contract 
Metropolitan Nashville Public Schools 

 
Please print. 

Student Information: _______________________________________________________________________ 
   Last Name   First Name       Student ID 
High School: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Counselor: _____________________________________   Grade Level:  ____ 09   ____10   ____ 11    ____12 

(Check one) 

Parent Information: ________________________________________________________________________ 
   Last Name   First Name       Email Address 
Phones: __________________________________________________________________________________ 
                 Home             Cell    Parent Work (Mother)  Parent Work (Father) 
 
This contract shall be applied to the following course(s): 

AP Course Name Course Number 

  

  

  

  

 
By signing this contract, I understand that the following conditions and requirements apply. 

 I attended an AP information session, and understand that my name will appear on the class 
roster(s).   

 I agree to remain in the class(es) for the first semester.  I understand that my semester grade(s) will 
be recorded on my mid-year transcript.  Five points will be added to each nine-week grading period.   

 Schedule changes will be contingent upon space availability, extenuating circumstances, and the 
teacher’s appraisal of my capabilities to do the work.  A parent/student/teacher conference must be 
held to determine whether dropping an AP course is in my best interest.   

 I thoroughly understand the course description and expectations of a college-level course.   

 I understand that I am expected to complete all summer assignments prior to the first day of classes. 

 I understand that I am expected to take the AP exam for each AP course in which I am enrolled.  For 
information about the test fee, I can speak with the school counselor or my AP teacher. 

 
I affirm that I have read this contract and I will abide by its stipulations. 
 
______________________________________________________________  _____________ 
Student Signature          Date 
 
I support my student’s decision and I understand the ramifications of this selection. 
 
______________________________________________________________  _____________ 
Parent/Guardian Signature        Date 
 
 

Administration Approval for taking more than the suggested number of AP courses:    ______ 
Students need administrative approval to take more than the suggested number of AP courses.  If permission 
is granted, students should be aware that they will not be allowed to drop any AP courses before the end of 
the semester, despite time demands of outside activities, college applications, and work hours. 



 

Hillsboro Advanced Placement (AP) & International Baccalaureate (IB) Contract 

Please	  print.	  

Student	  Information:	  _______________________________________________________________________	  

	   	   	   Last	  Name	   	   	   First	  Name	   	   	   	  	  	  	  Student	  ID	  

High	  School:	  ______________________________________________________________________________	  

	  

Counselor:	  _____________________________________	  	  	  Grade	  Level:	  	  ____	  09	  	  	  ____10	  	  	  ____	  11	  	  	  	  ____12	  

(Check one) 

Parent	  Information:	  ________________________________________________________________________	  

	   	   	   Last	  Name	   	   	   First	  Name	   	   	   	  	  	  	  Email	  Address	  

Phones:	  __________________________________________________________________________________	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Home	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Cell	  	   	   	   Parent	  Work	  (Mother)	  	   Parent	  Work	  (Father)	  

By	  signing	  this	  contract,	  I	  understand	  that	  the	  following	  conditions	  and	  requirements	  apply.	  

• I	  attended	  an	  AP	  and/or	  IB	  information	  session	  and/or	  reviewed	  the	  course	  syllabus.	  	  	  
• I	  understand	  that	  5	  points	  will	  be	  added	  to	  each	  nine-‐week	  grading	  period.	  	  	  
• Schedule	  changes	  will	  be	  contingent	  upon	  space	  availability,	  extenuating	  circumstances,	  and	  the	  teacher’s	  appraisal	  

of	  my	  capabilities	  to	  do	  the	  work.	  	  A	  parent/student/teacher	  conference	  must	  be	  held	  to	  determine	  whether	  
dropping	  an	  AP	  or	  IB	  course	  is	  in	  my	  best	  interest.	  Schedule	  changes	  out	  of	  an	  AP/IB	  course	  must	  be	  approved	  by	  a	  
principal.	  

• I	  thoroughly	  understand	  the	  course	  description	  and	  expectations	  of	  a	  college-‐level	  course.	  	  	  
• I	  understand	  that	  I	  am	  expected	  to	  complete	  all	  summer	  assignments	  prior	  to	  the	  first	  day	  of	  classes.	  
• I	  understand	  that	  I	  am	  expected	  to	  take	  the	  AP/IB	  exam	  for	  each	  AP/IB	  course	  in	  which	  I	  am	  enrolled.	  	  I	  must	  submit	  

at	  least	  half	  of	  the	  payment	  by	  the	  end	  of	  the	  fall	  semester	  for	  AP	  tests	  or	  full	  payment	  by	  the	  fall	  semester	  deadline	  
for	  IB	  tests.	  I	  understand	  I	  will	  be	  moved	  out	  of	  the	  course	  if	  I	  do	  not	  complete	  this	  requirement.	  
	  

I	  affirm	  that	  I	  have	  read	  this	  contract	  and	  I	  will	  abide	  by	  its	  stipulations.	  

______________________________________________________________	   	   _____________	  

Student	  Signature	  	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   Date	  

Student	  e-‐mail	  address	  ____________________________________________________________________________________	  

I	  support	  my	  student’s	  decision	  and	  I	  understand	  the	  ramifications	  of	  this	  selection.	  

______________________________________________________________	   	   _____________	  

Parent/Guardian	  Signature	   	   	   	   	   	   	   	   Date	  

Parent	  e-‐mail	  address	  _____________________________________________________________________________________	  
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